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Synopsis

Searching for your Alabama ancestors? Looking for historical facts? Dates? Events? This book will
lead you to the places where you'll find answers. Here are hundreds of direct
sources--governmental, archival, agency, online--that will help you access information vital to your
investigation. Tracing Your Alabama Past sets out to identify the means and the methods for finding
information on people, places, subjects, and events in the long and colorful history of this state
known as the crossroads of Dixie. It takes researchers directly to the sources that deliver answers
and information. This comprehensive reference book leads to the wide array of essential facts and
data--public records, census figures, military statistics, geography, studies of African American and
Native American communities, local and biographical history, internet sites, archives, and more. For
the first time Alabama researchers are offered a how-to book that is not just a bibliography. Such
complex sources as Alabama’s biographical/genealogical materials, federal land records, Civil
WarA A era resources, and Native American sources are discussed in detail, along with many
other topics of interest to researchers seeking information on this diverse Deep South state. Much
of the book focuses on national sources that are covered elsewhere only in passing, if at all. Other
books only touch on one subject area, but here, for the first time, are directions to the Who, What,

When, Where, and Why.
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Customer Reviews

For genealogists and others, a detailed guide to informational resources in Alabama records



Robert Scott Davis, a professor of history at Wallace State College in Hanceville, Ala., is the author
of more than twenty books, including Requiem for a Lost City: Sallie Clayton’s Memories of Civil

War Atlanta and Cotton, Fire, and Dreams: The Robert Findlay Iron Works.

not a good one, good price

The writer of this book is the history and genealogy professor at Wallace State College in
Hanceville, AL. | have met him and enjoyed talking with him. His knowledge of researching Alabama
and Georgia is an asset to Wallace State College. | have also heard one lecture of his and it was

wonderful.

This is an excellent resource for anybody intending to do genealogical research for Alabama roots.

Complete guide to finding resources.

| am highly disappointed that Mr. Davis who has written many books of value to researchers
haspublished a book consisting of boilerplate pages and lacking the important information which the
title ofthe book leads us to believe will assist researchers in Alabama records. Each county section
wasa fill-in-the blank format. Very disappointed in Mr. Davis and he should know better than tofoist

off such a product on the public. My copy is gathering dust. A waste of paper and trees.

got a lot of info from this book......so glad | bought it......

Awesome book with tons of information.This book lists numerous books, areas of research, where
and how to search Alabama records.This book will save you alot of leg work. Tells how and where

to look for Alabama info. A must have if you are a serious Alabama reasearcher.

This book is great for the true researcher.lt gives the years in which each County conatins what
records which will save a lot of phone calls & trips.It refers to other wonderful books that one can get
to trace something inparticular. It also refers to finding Alabama research in other States which |

found most helpful.
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